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FOWLER'S HISTORY OF GREEK LITERATURE.

A History of Greek Literature. By HAROLD
NORTH FOWLEB. N.Y., 1902. Pp. 501.
Price $1. 40.

THIS work, containing some five hundred
pages and belonging to the ' Twentieth
Century Series,' is intended for secondary
schools and colleges, but its use by cultured
people in general is kept in view. The
difficulties, or rather the impossibilities, im-
posed by these conditions, are as nearly over-
come by tbe author as seems practicable.
Though the author lays no claim to origin-
ality, still his treatment is independent so
far as the great authors of the classical
period are concerned. The work covers the
whole range of Greek literature from the
beginning to the Byzantine period. I t is
written in an agueeable style with good
perspective and sound judgment. In the
general survey, perhaps a clearer conception
of what is meant by Greek literature would
have been advantageous. Sometimes ' liter-
ature ' is conceived in its modern sense,
and works are dismissed, or even ignored,
as not belonging to literature, while others
of a like sort receive attention. The line
is notoriously hard to draw, and perhaps the

best method would be not to attempt to
draw it at all, but to include everything
which has come down to us in writing from
Hellenic antiquity. This would necessitate
a chapter on inscriptions; but such a
chapter is really needed in a work of this
kind. To cite a single instance of the fault
referred to, there seems to be no good reason
why an account of Aristotle's logic should
be given while Apollonius of Perga, who left
us a treatment of Conic Sections by means
of coordinate axes not inferior to anything
which Descartes produced, is dismissed with
the statement that he ' was a famous
mathematician and astronomer.' The
English illustrations of Greek verses are
faulty in several respects. Ambrose
Phillips's translation of Sappho's Hymn to
Aphrodite does not by any means ' show
the rhythm of the original.' No ' general
reader' ignorant of Greek would make an
Adonic out of ' Even though thou wouldst
not,' and nobody can make one out of
' Palace golden.' The Sapphics, too are not
Sapphic. But to dwell on all inaccuracies,
real or imaginary, would do injustice to a
really meritorious work.

M. W. H.

LAMAKRE'S HISTORY OF LATIN LITERATURE.

Histoire de la Littirature Latine, depuis la
fondation de Rome jusqu' a la Jin du
gouvernement repubticain. Par CLOVIS
LAMAERE, docteur es-lettres, etc. Ouvrage
couronne par l'Acad^mie Frangaise. 8vo.
Tom. I. Pp. xii, 494; Tom. II, p. 640;
Tom. III . p. 598; Tom. IV. p. 472. Paris,
Ch. Delegrave. 30 francs.

THIS elaborate history of Latin literature
under the Republic well deserves the recog-
nition which it has gained from the French
Academy. From the literary point of view
it is excellent; and for the general reader,
desiring to get full information on the early
Roman writers, with a liberal allowance of
specimens of their style, nothing better
could be desired. But it cannot be said to
make any great contributions to our know-
ledge ; or to be of much importance for the
student. The scholarship is in some places

of a penultimate or even an antepenultimate
type. The author, after a lengthy discus-
sion of the early languages of Italy, comes
to the conclusion that we must find in
Oscan the fundamental element of Latin,
from which it gradually separated itself
under the influence of Greek ; nothing is
quoted on the metre of Plautus which has
been published within the last thirty years :
on the Ambrosianus of Plautus there is no
reference to Studemund's apograph;
Publilius Syrus still appears as Publius.
On the other hand the work is written from a
first-hand study of the writers, whose works
are described andanalysed with only too great
fulness, and illustrated by many and happy
quotations'from modern, especially French
literature. Dr. Lamarre has rather wisely'
thrown his longer illustrative quotations
together, into an appendix which forms Vol.
IV, and includes 192 passages from authors


